


Stewardship In Action: 
Insights From The Field

Welcome! 
We are so happy you 

are here!



What is a meaningful 
stewardship moment 
that you have 
personally experienced 
or witnessed?



Stewardship Defined

According to Dictionary.com: 
stewardship noun: the conducting, 
supervising, or managing of 
something especially : the careful and 
responsible management of 
something entrusted to one's care.

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/noun


How does this connect to our work?
Donors are entrusting their money, time, or legacy to a 
nonprofit. Stewardship in this context means:

• Caring for the gift responsibly and ethically.

• Being transparent about how the gift is used.

• Maintaining the relationship with the donor with gratitude 
and respect.

• Honoring the donor’s intent for their contribution.



Building Personal Relationships (Diana)

Creating Impactful Events (Rachel) 

Storytelling (Rebecca)

3 Core Pillars For Today's 
Conversation



Building Personal 
Relationships



 Why Personal Engagement Matters
• Donors want to feel valued, not just acknowledged.
• Personal gestures build trust and long-term relationships.
• Strengthens emotional connection to your mission.

Handwritten Thank-You Notes: A Simple, Powerful Tool
• Authenticity – Feels genuine and heartfelt.
• Memorability – Stands out in a digital world.
• Impact – Reinforces donor appreciation and commitment.

The Power of Personal Touch



 Best Practices for Writing a Meaningful Thank-You Note:
• Address the donor by name.
• Express specific gratitude for their gift/impact.
• Share a brief, personal update or anecdote.
• Don't worry if there is a mistake; leave it in to show authenticity.
• Add a P.S.
• Sign it personally – avoid generic signatures.
• Use real stamps.

The Power of Personal Touch



The Power of Personal Touch

"I know it's strange to thank someone for a 
thank-you card, but I think that was the icing 
on the cake for Benji's first experience making 
a significant donation. 

Your card was so nice and a surprise to 
receive! 

Thank you for taking the time to do that."

Email received from a thank you note 
written to an 8 year old

 Example of a Meaningful Thank-You Note



The Power of Personal Touch

  Write a thank you note 
to one of your donors



Creating Impactful 
Events





Creating Impactful Events - The Power of the Personal Touch









Creating Impactful Events



Creating Impactful Events

Rabbi Daniel Cohen



Creating Impactful Events



Storytelling



Content here

A Jewish Library In Every Home

https://www.jefsc.org/pjlibrary

https://www.jefsc.org/pjlibrary


A Jewish Library In Every Home



A Jewish Library In Every Home



A Jewish Library In Every Home







Q&A





Honi HaMe'agel, also known as Honi the Circle-Drawer, was a Jewish 
miracle worker from the first century who, according to a Talmudic 
story, fell asleep under a tree for seventy years, then woke up and 
asked if the carob fruit he was eating was planted by the tree's 
original planter or his descendants.

“I found carob trees in the world; as my forefathers planted those for 
me, so I too plant these for my children"

Story of Honi The Circle-Maker



In 70 years, what does 
our community/agency 
look like thanks to the 
seeds you planted with 
your legacy gifts?



• Five options over the course of 1 
week

• Hosted by community partners
• 12 Storytellers chosen  (by ITP)
• Rehearsal and practice
• Celebration!

Capturing Our Donor's "Honi" Stories



• Announcement of celebration
• Invitation to participate in a storytelling 

workshop in advance
• Partnership with InHEIRitance Theater 

Project to facilitate workshops & event 
content

• Diversity of generations and affiliations 
was a priority

Storytelling Legacy Celebration
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